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Resource Implications
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Gloucestershire County Council, six district councils and GFirst LEP. 
Contribution of officer time is likely to be required towards delivery of 
actions.
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MAIN REPORT CONTENTS

Background 

1. THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE LOCAL NATURE PARTNERSHIP

1.1. The Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership (GLNP) is formed of over 30 
organisations from public, private and third sector bodies from across the county, all 
working together to recognise and facilitate the importance of embedding nature's 
value in local decisions for the benefit of nature, people and the economy. 

1.2. Our partnership provides a strong and innovative voice for the environment sector 
and is seen by the Department for Environment and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) as a key 
figure in the local delivery of the Government's 25 Year Environment Plan and a key 
local partner for Local Enterprise Partnerships. 

1.3. Our Partners include all six district councils and the County Council, Cotswold 
Conservation Board, Natural England, Forestry Commission, Environment Agency, 
Gloucestershire Local Enterprise Partnership (GFirst LEP), Public Health, 
Countryside Protection for Rural England (SPRE), Farming and Wildlife Advisory 
Group (FWAG), Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT), Gloucestershire Rural 
Community Council (GRCC), National Trust, Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT), 
Cotswold Water Park Trust, Severn Rivers Trust, University of Gloucestershire 
(UoG), Royal Agricultural University (RAU), a senior representative of farming and 
landowning interests, Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental Records (GCER) 
and more.

1.4. A review undertaken in 2017 determined a strong need for the Partnership to have 
allocated resource in order to achieve its full potential. Funding was then raised 
from several partners, including each District, the County Council and GFirst LEP, 
to support these aspirations and so in June 2018 a Partnership Manager was 
employed on a three-year contract – Jackie Jobes. 

2. OUR VISION

2.1. A healthy and valued natural environment, sustaining the economy and well-being 
of Gloucestershire.

3. OUR MISSION

3.1. Championing the essential role of Gloucestershire’s natural environment in 
sustaining a vibrant, healthy, prosperous economy and society.

4. OUR OBJECTIVES

4.1. A greatly enhanced network of places, rich in wildlife and providing a wide range of 
services to our communities and economy;

4.2. A better understanding of the value of nature to the people and economy of the 
County;

4.3. More people engaging with and enjoying the benefits of nature; and



4.4. A suite of tools that will help decision-makers, planners and others make informed 
judgments on the benefits of nature-based solutions.

4.5. These will all be delivered through the three work themes of “Space to Grow”, 
“Space to Thrive” and “Space to Champion” – aligned with the Government’s 25 
Year Environment Plan and a readiness to embrace sustainable growth for the 
county.

5. HOW GLNP CAN SUPPORT LOCAL ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

5.1. The GLNP facilitates and coordinates partners to develop and deliver an array of 
innovative, cross-discipline partnership projects and initiatives, in line with our 3-
year strategy objectives. These include the continued support to GFirst LEP to draw 
down ERDF funding and future UK Shared Prosperity Fund for the county; creating 
a nature recovery network for the county and supporting a regional and national 
approach; driving the delivering of green infrastructure through policy and 
development; growing the solutions to health issues and inequalities across the 
county through nature-based interventions; influencing the future of the Vision 2050 
Concordat; supporting the agriculture agenda via a county food strategy and new 
environmental land management schemes (ELMS); and, increasing benefit from 
and access to high quality green space and the diversity of those seeking to do so. 

5.2. High quality nature is not a barrier to economic growth but can powerfully 
complement and contribute to it. In particular, green infrastructure – for better 
placemaking, attractive locations where people want to live and work, as well as 
increasing health and wellbeing. 

5.3. One project that is pertinent to share is our Integrated Environmental Mapping Tool 
(IEMT) which we aspire will identify the GLNP as a key partner in the design and 
delivery of sustainable economic growth in the county. 

6. INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL MAPPING TOOL [IEMT]

6.1. The IEMT aims to draw together environmental data with economic and societal 
data from across the county of Gloucestershire to interpret and identify 
opportunities to align with, and ultimately underpin, delivery of local economic 
growth.

6.2. This tool is being created in response to many recent changes in law and policy, 
including:

6.2.1. The 25 Year Environment Plan for a ‘Nature Recovery Network’ that is to be 
represented spatially and the drive toward a Natural Capital approach.

6.2.2. The revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requiring planning 
policies and decisions to contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more 
resilient to current and future pressures [para 170].

6.2.3. The review of a new Environmental Land Management (ELM) scheme



6.2.4. The likely introduction of the need to achieve Biodiversity Net Gains for all 
development, of which is already mentioned within the NPPF [para 8;32; 
170;174;175). 

6.3. The Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership is working closely with key partners 
including the Environment Agency and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, among others 
to deliver an initial pilot in Gloucester City and its tributaries.

6.4. The IEMT would seek to provide a strategic framework for delivery of growth across 
Gloucestershire that both utilises and enhances the county’s natural assets as an 
integral part of the growth programme. Useful for a range of practitioners and 
stakeholders, including planners, developers, conservationists, local planning 
authorities. 

7. WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF SUCH A TOOL?

7.1. By delivering greater and multiple outcomes, which can be adapted to meet 
changing needs and priorities, the IEMT will have the capability to provide the 
following added value to the ‘business as usual’ approach:

7.1.1. Drive forward viable and effective environmental management solutions 
which underpin Gloucestershire’s growth programme and enable 
sustainable development.

7.1.2. Enable a holistic ‘place based’ approach which delivers multiple benefits, 
including health, wellbeing, prosperity and biodiversity.

7.1.3. Focus resources at areas of greatest overall risk and/or opportunity.

7.1.4. Identify barriers to delivery of growth and establish solutions for working 
together in a more effective and efficient way.

7.1.5. Coordinate investment planning so that collective resources work harder, 
maximise benefits and ensure efficiencies in delivery.

7.1.6. Showcase environmental investment opportunities by identifying returns on 
investment to help unlock new mechanisms for delivery e.g. inform planning 
obligations, external funding bids, private sector engagement.

7.1.7. Support Planning Authorities in establishing coherent ecological networks 
that are more resilient to current and future pressures, whilst also supporting 
their Duty to Cooperate and requirements within the NPPF. 

7.1.8. Enable developers and planners to have the tools and information they 
need to engage in adequate environmental design early in the planning 
process to ensure smooth and speedy applications – time and cost effective 
for all parties. 

7.1.9. Build resilience to climate change – Providing a strategic framework that 
takes a long-term view of the action needed to mitigate impacts on growth, 
people and the environment.  



7.1.10. Enhance Gloucestershire’s natural environment – Creating a shared vision 
for conserving, enhancing and reconnecting the environment, including 
biodiversity, thus avoiding duplication of resources and making investment 
more effective.

8. NEXT STEPS

8.1. The Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership are looking for support to help 
compile, test, interrogate and apply the tool in its Phase 1 Pilot stage. 

8.2. Phase 1 will have a strong focus on the environmental impacts of water, working 
closely with the Environment Agency. We hope that this initial phase will provide a 
powerful reflection of its possibilities to deliver multidisciplinary benefits and 
therefore drive the further investment in its second and third stages, as well as 
funding its ongoing management and maintenance.

8.3. The GLNP also aspire to be recognised as a key strategic partner in the design and 
delivery of growth within the county by the GEGJC. 




